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The Thabazimbi Local Municipality has issued an urgent public warning against illegal land grabbing in parts 
of Regorogile Extension 8 and surrounding areas, urging residents to report unlawful land invasions.

Platinum Bushvelder newspaper | Thabazimbi – 
The Thabazimbi Local Municipality has issued an urgent 
warning against the illegal occupation of land in parts 
of Regorogile Extension 8 and surrounding areas. In a 
public notice released on 3 August 2026, the municipality 
strongly condemned attempts to illegally occupy land 
and called on those involved to stop immediately.
The municipality warned that if illegal land grabbing 
continues, it will enforce its by-laws, remove unlawful 
structures and take legal action where necessary. 
Officials stressed that all land within the municipality’s 
jurisdiction must be used in accordance with the law.

Residents are encouraged to report any 
suspected land invasions to the Planning and 
Economic Development Department during 
working hours by calling 066 474 0660, 078 
928 0722 or 071 643 6698.

The municipality also appealed to the community to work 
together in building a safe, sustainable and law-abiding 
Thabazimbi.
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A LIFE TAKEN 
TOO SOON
Northam mourns 
Maria Mantoa Sale
Platinum Bushvelder newspaper | Northam 
– The Northam community is mourning the 
heartbreaking loss of Maria Mantoa Sale, 
who was tragically killed on Wednesday 
morning of 29 July 2026 while walking to work. 
Maria’s body was discovered near the bridge 
at Mojuteng along the route to Northam. It is 
believed she was attacked while making her 
way to work.
During the early stages of the investigation, 
police considered the possibility that Maria 
had been killed elsewhere and that her body 
had been dumped at the scene. However, 
after further investigation and examination of 
the area, it was confirmed that she was killed 
where her body was found.
The investigation remains ongoing and, at 
the time of publication, no arrests had been 
made. Police continue to investigate the 
circumstances surrounding the murder and are 

working to bring those responsible to justice. 
Anyone with information that could assist the 
investigation is urged to contact their nearest 
police station.
The tragedy has also renewed concerns 
about the safety of the footpath used daily by 
many residents travelling to and from work. 
Community members have raised concerns 
about overgrown vegetation along parts of 
the route, saying it limits visibility and creates 
potential safety risks for pedestrians.
Coming just days before the start of Women’s 
Month, Maria’s death has once again 
highlighted the ongoing scourge of gender-
based violence and the urgent need for safer 
public spaces for women and all members of 
the community.
Maria was a valued member of the Northam 
Toyota family for seven years. Paying tribute 
to their colleague, the company said: “Maria 
was more than a colleague; she was a friend, 
a source of kindness and a bright light in our 
Northam Toyota family. Her motherly warmth, 
beautiful spirit and soft singing in the hallways 
brought joy and lightened our days.”
She will be remembered not only for her 
dedication to her work, but also for the 
compassion, warmth and positivity she shared 
with everyone whose lives she touched.

READY TO HIT THE ROAD? 

Licence Bookings Now 
Open in Thabazimbi
Platinum Bushvelder newspaper | Thabazimbi – Residents looking to obtain a learner’s or 
driver’s licence can now make their bookings at the Thabazimbi Local Municipality’s Community 
Services – Registration and Licensing Department.
Bookings are available from Mondays to Fridays, and applicants are reminded to arrive no later 
than 14:00. Due to the high demand, community members are encouraged to arrive early to 
avoid disappointment.
For more information, contact the Licence Department on 066 480 7178.

Ecologia invites you to register as an I&AP for the 
project and to submit any comments / Ecologia e go 
laletsa go ikwadisa jaaka I&AP ya porojeke le go romela 
ditshwaelo dife fela. 
Contact / Golagana le: Michelle Guy 
Email / Imeile: ppp@ecologia.co.za / michelleg@ecologia.co.za
Website / Webosaete: www.ecologia.co.za
A copy of the Site Sensitivity Verification report and EMPr is available 
for  viewing via WeTransfer or emailed on request. The report will be available 
for a 30-day comment period from 7 August 2026 to 7 September 2026.
Khopi ya pegelo ya Netefatso ya Tsibogo ya Lefelo le EMPr e teng go ka sekasekwa ka WeTransfer kgotsa e ka romelwa 
ka imeile fa o e kopa. Pegelo e tla nna teng matsatsi a le 30 go tloga ka 7 Phatwe go fitlha ka 7 Lwetse 2026.

Project Name: Oasis Spitskop Battery Energy Storage 
System (BESS) and Associated Infrastructure
Applicant: Oasis Spitskop (Pty) Ltd
Proposed Activity: The Applicant intends to establish 
and operate a BESS facility and associated infrastructure 
in the Thabazimbi Local Municipality in the Waterberg 
District Municipality, Limpopo Province. The BESS and its 
associated infrastructure will have a total assessment area 
of less than 20ha with an energy capacity of up to 600 MWh, 
with augmentation up to 800MWh. The overall objective 
of the proposed BESS is to enable energy to be “stored” 
and released during periods of high electricity demand, 
ensuring a steady and safe electricity supply and enabling 
the connection of additional renewable energy generation 
facilities to the national and/or regional grid.
Legal Framework: The proposed activity requires the 
BESS to be registered with the Competent Authority, the 
Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment 
(DFFE). This is in terms of Government Notice (GN) 4557 
– Norm for the Exclusion of Identified Activities Associated 
with the Development and Expansion of Battery Storage 
Facilities in Areas of Low or Medium Sensitivity. GN 4557 
has been prepared to provide rules for activities associated 
with the development and expansion of battery storage 
facilities. These activities are identified under section 24(2)
(a) and (b) of the National Environmental Management Act, 
1998 (NEMA). They are also contained in the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Regulations (EIA) Listing Notice 1, 2, or 
3 of 2014, promulgated under section 24(5) of NEMA.
A Water Use License application will be undertaken in 
terms of Government Notice (GN) No. 267 of 2017, under 
the National Water Act, 1998 (Act 36 of 1998) as amended 
(NWA) - if applicable. An application for Heritage approval 
(HIA) will be undertaken in terms of section 38(1) of the 
National Heritage Resources Act, Act 25 of 1999 (NHRA)
Registration as an Interested and / affected party (I&AP): 
Please submit your name, contact details (telephone 
number, postal address and email address) and the interest 
which you have in the application to Ecologia (ppp@
ecologia.co.za) and please reference ‘Oasis Spitskop BESS’ 
in your correspondence.
In terms of the Protection of Personal Information Act, 2013 
(Act 4 of 2013) as amended, you hereby declare and confirm 
that you, as an I&AP providing information, consent to your 
information to be gathered, stored and distributed for the 
purpose of this project.

NOTIFICATION OF COMMENT PERIOD / KITSISO YA PAKA YA DITSHWAELO

Oasis Spitskop Centre Point Coordinates
24°58’21.49”S; 27°14’3.01”E

Leina la Porojeke: Mafaratlhatlha a Polokelo ya Motlakase 
ka Dibeteri (BESS) le Mafaratlhatlha a a Maleba a Oasis 
Spitskop 
Modirakopo: Oasis Spitskop (Pty) Ltd
Tiragalo e e Tshitshinngwang: Modirakopo o ikaelela 
go tlhoma le go dirisa lefelo la BESS le mafaratlhatlha a a 
maleba mo teng ga Mmasepala wa Selegae wa Thabazimbi 
mo Mmasepaleng wa Sedika wa Waterberg, Porofense 
ya Limpopo. BESS le mafaratlhatlha a a amanang e 
tla nna le lefelo le le sekasekwang la palogotlhe e e kwa 
tlase ga 20ha ka mothamo wa motlakase o o fitlhang go 
800MWh. Maitlhomo magolo a BESS e e tshitshinngwang 
ke go kgontsha gore motlakase o “bolokiwe” le go rebolwa 
mo dinakong tsa tlhokego e e kwa godimo, go netefatsa 
tlamelo ya motlakase e e tsepameng e bile e babalesegile 
go kgontsha go golaganngwa ga ditheo tse dingwe tsa 
motlakase o o ntšhwafatsegang mo mothamong wa 
bosetšhaba le/kgotsa wa tikologo. 
Letlhomeso la Semolao: Tiragalo e e tshitshinngwang e 
tlhoka gore BESS e e kwadisiwe le Bothati bo bo Maleba, 
Lefapha la Merero ya Dikgwa, Bodirelatlhapi le Tikologo 
(DFFE). Se ke go ya ka Kitsiso ya Puso (GN) 4557 – 
Moono wa go Se Akaretse Ditiragalo tse di Supilweng tse 
di Amanang le Kago le Katoloso ya Mafelo a Polokelo ya 
Dibeteri mo Mafelong a Tsibogo e e kwa Tlase kgotsa e e 
Magareng. GN 4557 e rulagantswe go tlamela ka melao ya 
ditiragalo tse di amanang le kago le katoloso ya mafelo a 
polokelo a dibeteri. Ditiragalo tse di tlhagelela ka fa tlase ga 
karolo 24(2)(a) le (b) ya Molao wa Bosetšhaba wa Taolo ya 
Tikologo, 1998 (NEMA). E teng gape le mo Melawaneng ya 
Tshekatsheko ya Seabe mo Tikologong (EIA), Kitsiso ya 
Lenaneo 1, 2, kgotsa 3 ya 2014, e e mametleletsweng ka fa 
tlase ga karolo 24(5) ya NEMA.
Kopo ya Laesense ya Tiriso ya Metsi e tla dirwa go ya ka 
Kitsiso ya Puso (GN) 267 ya 2017, ka fa tlase ga Molao 
wa Bosetšhaba wa Metsi, 1998 (Molao 36 wa 1998) jaaka 
o tlhabolotswe (NWA) – fa go le maleba. Kopo ya tetlelelo 
ya Ngwaoboswa (HIA) e tla dirwa go ya ka karolo 38(1) wa 
Molao wa Bosetšhaba wa Metswedi ya Ngwaoboswa, Molao 
25 wa 1999 (NHRA). 
Kwadiso jaaka lephata le le nang le Kgatlhego le/kgotsa 
le le amegang (I&AP): Tsweetswee romela leina la gago, 
dintlha tsa tlhaeletsano (nomoro ya mogala, aterese ya poso 
le aterese ya imeile) le kgatlhego e o nang nayo mo kopong 
go Ecologia (ppp@ecologia.co.za) mme o umake ‘Oasis 
Spitskop BESS’ mo tlhaeletsanong ya gago. 
Go ya ka Molao wa Tshireletso ya Tshedimosetso ya 
Sebele, 2013 (Molao 4 wa 2013) jaaka o tlhabolotswe, o 
bolela le go netefatsa gore o wena, jaaka I&AP o tlamela 
ka tshedimosetso, o dumela gore tshedimosetso ya gago e 
kokoanngwe, e bolokiwe le go phasaladiwa mo mabakeng a 
porojeke.

Police recovered illegal explosives during an 
intelligence-driven operation that led to the arrest 
of four suspects in Rustenburg and Thabazimbi.

The late Maria Mantoa Sale, remembered by 
family, friends and colleagues for her kindness, 
gentle spirit and unwavering dedication.

The area near the Mojuteng bridge where Maria Mantoa Sale 
was found. The tragedy has sparked renewed calls for safer 
pedestrian routes and improved visibility along the pathway.

Illegal Explosives 
Seized in Rustenburg 
and Thabazimbi,  
Four Arrested
Platinum Bushvelder newspaper | Thabazimbi 
– Four suspects have been arrested after 
police uncovered illegal explosives during an 
intelligence-driven operation in Rustenburg and 
Thabazimbi.
According to the Office of the District 
Commissioner: Bojanala Platinum Sub-District 
2, members of the Tactical Response Team 
(TRT) acted on information received on the 
afternoon of Tuesday, 4 August 2026, regarding 
the alleged illegal sale of explosives.

Warrant officer Ofentse Mokgadi said officers 
intercepted three suspects in the parking area 
of Rustenburg Mall, where they were allegedly 
found in possession of five non-electric 
detonators, two explosive cartridges, and three 
cellular phones believed to be linked to the 
investigation.
The investigation later led police to Thabazimbi, 
where Tactical Response Team members, 
assisted by Crime Intelligence, arrested a fourth 
suspect who was allegedly found with 29 non-
electric detonators.
All four suspects were arrested for the unlawful 
possession of explosives in contravention of 
Section 28 of the Explosives Act, 1956 (Act 26 
of 1956). They are expected to appear in their 
respective Magistrates’ Courts soon, while 
police investigations continue.
Acting district commissioner of Bojanala 
Platinum Sub-District 2, brigadier Mamotsamai 
Ntoagae, praised the members for their swift 
response.
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Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd t/a Platinum Bushvelder disclaims all liability for any loss, damage, 
injury or expense, however caused, arising from the use of or reliance upon, in any matter, the 
information provided through this publication, whether through news, classifieds, editorials or 
advertisements, and does not warrant the truth, accuracy or completeness of the information 
provided. Advertisements, classifieds, editorials and letters written to the editor/ newspaper/s 
is the opinions and representations of the companies/individuals who placed or sent the 
advertisements, classifieds, editorials or wrote or sent the letters to the editor and not that of the 
editor/s, editor in chief, journalists, employees or owners of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd. We 
herewith indemnify ourselves from any related claims. Platinum Bushvelder’s title and design 
of its logo is the sole property of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd. Contact us per email with any 
queries: ads2@platinumbushvelder.co.za. | All original designs in this newspaper is the sole 
property of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd and may only be reproduced or distributed by or with 
the written consent of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd. Copyright is strictly reserved, and no work, or 
part thereof, may be used for commercial purposes. Should any of the content be copied without 
the written consent of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd, legal action may be taken.

The entrance 
of Your 
words gives 
light; It gives 
understanding 
to the 
simple.

NEW KING JAMES VERSION (NKJV)

PSALM 119:130
SOULFOOD

Apiesdoring Karnaval 2026  
Datum: Saterdag, 8 Augustus 2026 

 
Beleef ‘n egte Bosveldfees onder die apiesdoringbome met heerlike kos, unieke stalletjies, musiek, vermaak en ‘n 

gesellige kuier vir die hele gesin. Pak die dag saam met familie en vriende aan en geniet die warm Bosveld-gasvryheid. 
Toegang is gratis en almal is welkom. Plek: Hervormde Kerk Vliegepoort, Thabazimbi |  

Kontak: Zaan Swart – 076 635 7709

Bushveld Bundu Bash 2026   
Date: Saturday, 5 September 2026 

 
Get ready for an unforgettable day of outdoor adventure at the Bushveld Bundu Bash! Hosted by Laerskool Van 

Wykskraal, this exciting event combines three thrilling disciplines – trail running, mountain biking, and off-road motorbikes 
– in the heart of the beautiful bushveld. Whether you’re racing, riding, or cheering from the sidelines, expect challenging 

routes, stunning scenery, and a fun-filled atmosphere for the whole family. 
Venue: Laerskool Van Wykskraal | Enter online: https://tinyurl.com/BunduBash26

For most of the 20th century, average IQ test scores steadily 
increased from one generation to the next – a trend known as the 
Flynn Effect. However, studies from several developed countries 
show that this trend has slowed, stalled, or even reversed in 
recent decades. Researchers believe factors such as changes 
in education, reading habits, screen time and lifestyle may play 
a role. The big question is: Is modern technology helping young 
minds grow, or are excessive screen time, endless scrolling 
and overreliance on AI 
reducing opportunities to 
think, imagine and solve 
problems independently? 
Researchers are still 
studying the long-term 
effects.

TODAY’S CHILDREN MAY BE THE FIRST 
GENERATION IN DECADES NOT TO 

OUTPERFORM THE LAST…

HAVE YOUR SAY

“Yes, I would politely 
speak up if it felt 
safe. A respectful 
reminder, together 

with setting a 
good example, 
can encourage 

positive behaviour 
and help keep our 

communities cleaner 
for everyone.”

Boitumelo Moraka, 
Thabazimbi 

“Ek sal dit nie 
ignoreer nie. Ek 

sal die persoon vra 
of hy dit ook by sy 
huis doen en of hy 
dink dit is reg om 

sy rommel net daar 
te los.”

Denese Chapman, 
Thabazimbi 

Do you think today’s 
children are less intelligent 
than previous generations?
Research suggests that rising IQ scores have slowed 
or even declined in some countries. Experts point to 
factors such as screen time, reading habits, education 
and lifestyle… but opinions differ. Do you believe today’s 
children are becoming less intelligent, or are they simply 
developing different skills?

Here’s how you can participate.
Email us at news@platinumbushvelder.co.za or
WhatsApp your response to 081 579 7000. 
Include the following:
•	 Your answer: Yes or No
•	 Why? We want to hear from you!    
•	 A recent photo – We’d love to publish your pic 

alongside your answer!
•	 Your town/city 
•	 Deadline – Be sure to send your response before 

12:00 on Monday, 10 August 2026.

Vote results: The outcome of the poll will be featured in 
our next issue. Be a part of ourcommunity’s story!

P.S.: Don’t forget, you can also voice your 
opinion on our Facebook post about 

this topic. Join the 
conversation!

POLL

PUBLIC POLL: THE RESULTS ARE IN!
Would you confront someone 

littering in front of you?

Littering affects everyone by polluting our neighbourhoods, harming wildlife and blocking stormwater drains. 
While speaking up can feel uncomfortable, a polite reminder may encourage someone to think twice.

Would you say something, or would you rather walk away? Let us know what you would do.

Would you confront someone littering in front of you?

NO 33% YES 67%

Municipal road maintenance teams repaired 
potholes along the R510 (Warmbaths Road) as 
part of the ongoing road improvement programme.

Fresh tar was applied during 
pothole repairs on the R510.

Every pothole fixed 
is a step towards 
safer roads 
Platinum Bushvelder newspaper | Thabazimbi 
– The Thabazimbi Local Municipality continues 
to make steady progress in improving local road 

infrastructure, with road maintenance teams 
carrying out pothole repairs along the R510 
(Warmbaths Road) on Sunday, 2 August 2026.
The work forms part of the municipality’s 
ongoing road maintenance programme aimed at 
improving road safety, extending the lifespan of 
roads and ensuring better service delivery across 
the municipal area.
Motorists are encouraged to reduce speed, 
remain alert and obey temporary road signs 
when approaching maintenance teams. The 
municipality says road repairs will continue. 
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Groot katoenbale by Koedoeskop Cotton Gin. In die pluismeule word die katoenpluksel gepluis deur die saad van die vesel te skei, waarna dit saamgepers word in ’n lintbaal en gereed is vir die 
teksiel- en vervaardigings bedryf.

Platinum Bushvelder koerant | Koedoeskop 
– Koedoeskop Cotton Gin sê die vooruitsigte vir 
die 2026/27-katoenseisoen lyk baie positief, met 
warmer en droër somertoestande wat volgens 
weervoorspellings gunstig is vir suksesvolle 
katoenverbouing.
Katoen bly een van Suid-Afrika se belangrikste 
kontantgewasse en lewer ‘n waardevolle bydrae 
tot die landbou-ekonomie. Die gewas word 
hoofsaaklik in warm, rypvrye gebiede verbou 
waar voldoende sonlig en goed gedreineerde 
grond ideale groeitoestande skep. Afhangend van 
die kultivar en klimaat neem dit gemiddeld vyf tot 
ses maande vanaf planttyd voordat die katoen 
oesgereed is.
Ná die oes word die katoen na Koedoeskop 
Cotton Gin vervoer waar die vesels van die sade 
geskei word. Die katoenvesels word daarna in 
bale saamgepers en aan die tekstielbedryf en 

ander vervaardigers verskaf. Die sade word 
verder benut vir onder meer katoensaadolie, 
veevoer en die produksie van plantsaad.
Katoen is ‘n uiters veelsydige natuurlike vesel wat 
wêreldwyd gebruik word in die vervaardiging van 
klere, beddegoed, handdoeke, mediese produkte 
en verskeie industriële tekstiele. Benewens die 
waarde wat dit vir produsente inhou, ondersteun 
die bedryf ook werkskepping en die plaaslike 
vervaardigingsektor.
Volgens Nico Swart van Koedoeskop Cotton Gin 
begin ‘n goeie oes en uitstekende veselkwaliteit 
reeds by planttyd. Die gebruik van geregistreerde, 
hoë gehalte plantsaad en die keuse van die regte 
kultivar speel ‘n deurslaggewende rol in die 
eindresultaat.
Cotton Seed Enterprises (CSE) het sy nuutste 
kultivar, CX 22 BGIIRF, aan die einde van 
November 2025 geregistreer. Gedurende 

die 2023/24-seisoen het dié 
kultivar in semi-kommersiële 
besproeiingsproewe in die Makoppa-
gebied indrukwekkende opbrengste 
van tussen 8 en 8,5 ton per hektaar 
gelewer.
CX 22, met sy Sicot (71x74)-
genetiese agtergrond, bied ‘n hoë 
opbrengspotensiaal en bogemiddelde 
veselkwaliteit. Dit is ‘n mediumseisoen-
kultivar met ‘n groeityd van ongeveer 
150 dae en is, soos Candia, ‘n natuurlik 
beperkte groeier. Dit beteken laer 
dosisse groeireguleerders is nodig om vegetatiewe 
groei te beheer. Vir die komende plantseisoen is 
voldoende voorraad van beide CX 22- en Candia-
saad deur CSE by verspreiders beskikbaar. 
Albei variëteite is behandel met Gaucho, Celest 
en Apron.

Ook die internasionale katoenmark toon 
tans bemoedigende tekens, met gunstige 
prysvooruitsigte vir die 2026/27-seisoen en ‘n 
volgehoue wêreldwye vraag na gehaltekatoen. 
Hoewel katoen ‘n bestuursintensiewe gewas is 
wat deeglike beplanning en kundigheid vereis, 
bly dit een van die winsgewendste gewasse vir 
produsente. Daarbenewens is dit ‘n uitstekende 
wisselbougewas wat tot beter grondgesondheid en 
volhoubare produksie kan bydra.
Vir meer inligting oor katoenverbouing of navrae 
kan Nico Swart van Koedoeskop Cotton Gin by 
082 782 2983 gekontak word.

Van saad tot sukses:  
Katoen se toekoms 
lyk blink vir 
2026/27

Die “Red Hats” se Lionesses-vrouegroep het onlangs Koedoeskop Cotton Gin 
besoek om meer oor die katoenbedryf en die pluisingsproses te leer, aangebied 
deur Nico en Ronel Swart. Voor van links: Ronel Swart, Lerina Els, Petru Vorster en 
Rosarie Saaijman. Tweede ry: Ria van der Walt, Wanda Bierman, Barbara Ferreira 
en Daleen Kingma. Derde ry: Annetjie Herbst en Susan van Deventer. Agter: 
Nico Swart, Debbie Barnard, Ralda van Zyl en Mollie Prinsloo.

TAR really 
needs your help 

Thabazimbi – There is a special plea to 
the community of Thabazimbi to support 

Thabazimbi Animal Rescue (TAR), your local 
animal shelter. 

TAR needs donations of food. The facility is 
filled with animals that need your help. Please 
assist TAR to feed the animals in their care. 
Without donations they will not be able to 

feed, home and medically treat the animals. 
The community has proven time and again 

how they can stand together and support this 
worthy cause and this time is no exception.

For more information, please contact 
TAR on 084 885 6487.
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SHOP NOWpnp.co.za
Only available at Pick n Pay Supermarkets and Hypermarkets. Promotional stocks are limited. Limitations per customer may apply. Prices include VAT, where applicable. Smart Shopper prices are available to 
registered Smart Shoppers. Please visit smartshopper.pnp.co.za to register your card and update your details. Smart Shopper terms and conditions apply. No traders. E&OE. Excluding Express Stores. Selected 
products may not be available at all stores. Selected products have been styled for photography. Visit www.picknpay.co.za, or call 0860 30 30 30. Cellphone rates apply.

VALID 7 - 24 AUG 2026

get it delivered.
fresh! fast! easy!

8499

Kerrygold Mature, 
Vintage or Dubliner 

200g Each

9499
Kerrygold  Pure Irish 

Foil Butter 250g

9499
Kerrygold Pure Irish Softer 

Butter Tub 250g

17999
Kerrygold  Pure Irish Butter  500g Brick 17999

Kerrygold Butter Softer Irish Butter 500g Tub

WAYS TO SHOP

We are
also 
available 
on Mr.D

g
f
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